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Land Acknowledgment.

The Grand Traverse Regional Community 
Foundation is located on the ancestral, 
traditional, and contemporary lands 
of the Anishinaabek, the Three Fires 
Confederacy—who are the Ojibwe, Odawa, 
and Bodawatomi—and all their relations. 
We acknowledge that this region has been 
home to the Anishinaabek, now known as 
the sovereign nation of the Grand Traverse 
Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, 
since time immemorial. 

We understand that the historic Treaties 
intended to reserve land for the local 
Anishinaabeg were not honored and 
that this land was unjustly taken from our 
Indigenous neighbors. The Community 
Foundation is committed to building 
deeper relationships with the Tribe and to 
supporting their priorities. 

healthy.
resilient.
thriving.
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YOUR GIVING
MEANT THE WORLD
TO STUDENTS LIKE 

Matthew.

YOU HELPED BRING
COMMUNITY TOGETHER IN

Kalkaska. 

YOUR SUPPORT GAVE
local children

EARLY CHILDHOOD
OPPORTUNITIES.

Dear Friends,

From stewarding donor-designated funds, scholarships, and flexible 
Community Funds to embracing collaborative leadership opportunities 
and innovative investment strategies, everything we do is centered on 
leaving a lasting impact for our community, and everyone in it. 

Reflecting on 2023, there are many examples of generosity at work, made 
possible by supporters like you. These highlights include:

 • Awarding $3.5 million in grants and scholarships to benefit
  students and nonprofit partners across the region, including
  $530,000 to support student scholarships.

 • Hosting the Youth Wellness Initiative through which local student
  researchers crafted a survey about youth mental health—taken by
  530 students from 20 different area high schools  —and developed
  11 recommendations in response to their research findings. The
  students also collaborated with Interlochen Public Radio to
  produce Re:Frame of Mind, a podcast about teen mental health
  in Northern Michigan.

 • Participating in several advocacy efforts with the NWMI
  Community Development Coalition, which the Foundation
  convenes, including supporting reforms to the Elliott Larsen Civil
  Rights Act to prevent discrimination in housing and employment
  based on a person’s gender identity or sexual orientation;
  supporting the expansion of the state Earned Income Tax Credit;
  and supporting funding for the Freshwater Research & Innovation
  Center and the Office of Rural Prosperity, among other efforts.

 • Securing a permanent home for the Foundation, which has
  allowed us to significantly reduce our occupancy expenses,
  freeing up more dollars for community impact.

While this is just a sampling of the impact we’re creating together, it 
illustrates the immense power of collaboration. Thank you for the trust 
you place in us to be good stewards for greater impact.

With gratitude,

Everything we
do is centered on 
leaving a lasting 
impact for our 
community, and 
everyone in it.

David Mengebier 
President and CEO

Jerry Ring 
Board Chair
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Leadership.
We are led by the expertise of 
our Board, with members from 
across our region, and the skill 
of our dedicated staff. We are 
committed to collaborative 
leadership and bringing cross-
sector partners together to 
achieve transformative change 
in our region.

Trust.
With more than 30 years of 
experience, we are trusted 
stewards of resources for our 
communities. We invest and 
direct funds responsibly and 
use assets to leverage other 
resources for greater impact.

Better Giving.
We are a leader in assessing 
local needs and impact and 
use a holistic approach to 
responding to community 
needs. We see the inter-
connectedness of issues and 
have the flexibility to adapt in 
response to those issues.

Lasting Impact.
Giving through the Community 
Foundation is a strategic, long-
term investment in our region. 
Through our endowment and 
asset management approach, 
our community’s assets 
can award ongoing grants, 
building the vitality of our 
region for generations.

Collaboration.
We use a highly collaborative 
approach to identify grant 
partnerships that address our 
communities’ greatest needs 
and leverage our region’s 
most promising opportunities.

Best Practices.
We steward resources 
for the sole benefit of our 
communities, and we are 
National Standards certified, 
meeting the highest standards 
for community foundations. 
 

trusted giving partner.
   sustainable resource.

Designed and built to be resilient and 
sustainable, we can effect change over time, 
and as times change. You can count on us to 
support our communities now and forever.
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Immigration Law & Justice Michigan (ILJ-MI), a Diversity 
Equity Inclusion (DEI) Fund grant partner, strives to assist 
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers as they navigate 
our country’s complicated immigration process. 

“Immigration attorneys are relatively rare in Michigan, and 
there are no organizations other than ILJ-MI that provide 
free immigration legal services north of Grand Rapids,” 
shared Alline Beuter, ILJ-MI Community Relations Manager. 
“Our area is underserved, and many people need pro bono 
immigration legal services in Northern Michigan.”

For more than a decade, ILJ-MI has helped countless 
clients—including people running from political oppression, 
ethnic cleansing, religious persecution, domestic violence, 
starvation, and war—in obtaining work permits, green cards, 
and temporary status so they may remain in the U.S., apply 
for jobs, and remain with family members already here. 

Lives are changed every day through ILJ-MI’s efforts and 
when donor partners invest in the Community Foundation. 
Together, we are supporting further growth and reach
for ILJ-MI.

“The funding provided through the Community Foundation’s 
DEI Fund has allowed us to increase our capacity to serve 
more people in need of immigration legal services in the 
Grand Traverse region,” said Alline. 

As the saying goes, a rising tide lifts all boats. Partnering with 
organizations that work directly with our most marginalized 
community members means that we’re supporting a 
brighter future for everyone in our region.

supporting a brighter future
                                for all.
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Impact investing is one of the tools we use to infuse more funding into our
communities beyond grant dollars. It allows us to invest in local businesses and
support the small business economy that drives our region.

We’re proud to collaborate with Venture North Funding & Development as one of our 
community development financial institution partners to make our impact investing
strategy a reality. 

Since 2022, our partnership with Venture North has resulted in six loans to local businesses, 
totaling $512,850. One of the benefiting businesses is MI Farm Co-Op, an independent, 
producer-owned cooperative of 25 small-to-mid-sized family farms.

MI Farm Co-Op received a $250,000 USDA Rural Development grant to expand to a new 
aggregation facility. However, the grant was awarded on a reimbursement basis. That’s when 
Venture North stepped in with funds from our impact investing pool, providing a $20,000 
bridge loan to cover the initial phase of the Co-Op’s expansion.

“We were delighted to deploy new funds from the Community Foundation,” said Laura 
Galbraith, President of Venture North. “Many state and federal grants now award funds on a 
reimbursement basis, and many small organizations simply don’t have the reserve capital to 
pay the bills while awaiting the first reimbursement.”

By working with Venture North, we are growing our community impact in new ways, 
supporting the important endeavors of local entrepreneurs, farmers, and small businesses like 
the Co-Op. Collaboration is exactly what makes this type of shared, responsive impact possible.

Photo Credits: MI Farm Co-Op

To implement our impact investing strategy, our 
community development financial institution 
partners—including Venture North, Northern
Initiatives, and IFF—employ the Northwest 
Michigan Community Development Coalition’s 
Regional Scorecard. This Scorecard features 
shared metrics that track progress toward 
each community economic, societal, and 
environmental goal, with specific targets for 
improvement by 2030.

Together with our Coalition partners—including 
40 nonprofit, governmental, and business 
organizations—we’re working to make an impact 
on these goals, from attainable housing and 
youth mental health to school readiness and 
reducing carbon emissions.

Both our impact investing efforts and those we 
pursue alongside Coalition partners allow us 
to support the overall growth, prosperity, and 
sustainability of our local communities. It’s how 
we’re leveraging resources beyond grantmaking 
to make a lasting impact. 

To learn more and view progress, visit: 
nwmicommunitydevelopment.org.

leveraging resources
                beyond grantmaking.

collaborating for
     greater impact.
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better together
                   better for all.
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FIRST YEAR
MEMBERS

SHARE THEIR
experiences.

“I am so 
grateful that 
I’ve gotten 
to be part of 
YAC. I learned 
a lot about 
organizations 
that are 
helping 
teens in our 
community.”

-Amabel Schwager,
Leelanau County

“I really enjoyed YAC because it broadened 
my horizons on local culture. I am definitely 
more aware of the community, and more 
involved too.”

- Jack Sperry, Grand Traverse County

engaging our community’s
                             next generation.

We believe the act of giving strengthens communities by 
fostering collaboration, empowering people, providing 
solutions, and sharing resources with every gift. 

That’s why we’re committed to engaging local high school 
students across our region through our Youth Advisory 
Council (YAC) program.

In 2023, 81 students from across the region participated in 
YAC, collectively awarding $91,000 to 26 nonprofit partners 
serving local youth.

Partnering with young people as leaders means we can 
together create a lasting impact and promote a culture of 
generosity that inspires others to get involved.

“YAC provides many 

opportunities to help 

students improve 

their leadership skills, 

further their decision-

making skills, and 

so much more. YAC 

is valuable to both 

the students that 

participate and

the communities

it serves.” 

 -Coltrane Paryani,
Kalkaska County
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After John and Rebecca Bercini moved from 
Chicago to Northern Michigan in 2013, they dove 
into their new community with great interest, 
becoming involved with various organizations.

“I never really thought about giving back until 
we moved up here,” shared Rebecca. “And that 
was a life-changing event for me. It gave me the 
opportunity to think about doing something 
more meaningful for the rest of my life.”

Their community involvement eventually drew 
them to the Community Foundation. While
neither John nor Rebecca were born into 
particularly philanthropic families, planning
for the future and doing their part to impact
their community is important to them.

Recognizing the pressing needs in our region,
the Bercinis took action to create a “forever 
gift,” as John called it, by joining our Community 
Guardian Legacy Society. 

“It’s important to support community foundations 
because they really understand the community 
and the problems we’re facing,” added John. 
“They have the ability to mobilize quickly and 
address local needs.”

By being active within their local community and 
becoming Legacy Society members, the Bercinis 
are fulfilling not only their desire to give back 
today, but also to support the future of this region 
they love and call home. 

* Indicates donors whose gift
 has been realized.

Our Community Guardian Legacy Society is made up of 
community-minded individuals and couples who are
dedicated to making a long-term investment in our
region through a legacy gift. 

We’re deeply grateful to our Legacy Society members
for entrusting us to steward their giving so that future 
generations benefit from their generosity. 

Anonymous (8)

Ed and Mary Arbut

Tom and Barbara Auer

Leila and Owen Bahle *

Patrick J. Barry Jr. and
Cheryl L. Barry

Teresa Beamsley

Phillip Begley *

John and Rebecca Bercini

Gordon V. Brown *

Elisabeth W. Case *

Steve and Hallie Christian

Chuck Cigrand and
Sallie Thompson

Elaine Cluff *

Jean and Gordon Cornwell *

Robert A. and Arlene V. Dean

Shirley Denman *

Helen Wolfe Dewey *

Clifford Domke *

Phil Ellis

William C. Engle *

Becky Ewing and
Bob Eichenlaub

Richard A. Grout

James C. Gurd *

Marie Drucka Guyton *

Chip and Laura Hansen 

Robert and Natalie Hansen *

Martha and John Hicks

Carolyn Hoagland *

Kenneth F. and
Elizabeth A. James *

Bennie M. Kline *

Edith A. Krause *

Will and Joan Larson *

Rebecca MacKay *

Emer A. Mathias *

Nancy and Phil Meek

Thomas F. Menzel

Larry and Joan Miller *

Helen and Gov. William Milliken *

Richard and Virginia Mouch

Ruth Luse Myers *

Richard and Clarine Olson *

Dr. Daniel Palmer

Joey and Bill Parris

Gladys Pascoe *

Nannette and
Morton Peterson *

Cleo M. Purdy *

Daniel Remahl

Connie Riopelle *

Gordon H. Robertson *

Marvin and Luella Rorick *

George T. and
Barbara W. Schilling*

Bill and Mary Smith

Mark and Susan Smith

Thomas D. Streeter *

Kenneth Taylor, D.O. *

Cecil and Kris Thomas

Ann Torrey *

Kathy Tuckerman

Lars C. Wigert

Helena G. Wilkening *

Richard and Kimiko Williams

Joan and Willard Wolfe*

Dick and Kathy Woods

Cathie Ann-Frederick Worden

Lucille and Harlan Yeager *

Robert and Pauline Young

Kris A. Sheffer-Zimmerman and 
J. Eric Zimmerman, M.D.

Community Guardian Legacy Society Members

leaving a legacy
                 by giving back.

“A legacy is a connection across time... 
it enables us to continue the mission of 
those who came before us and those 
who are coming in next.”
-Rebecca Bercini, Donor Partner and Community Guardian
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Together with donor support, we awarded 
nearly $240,000 in Community Funds grants 
to 14 organizations across our region in 2023. 
As a collection of flexible, responsive assets, 
our Community Funds allow us to support all 
types of organizations and address gaps that 
our other funds cannot. 

One of the organizations we were fortunate 
to partner with through our most recent 
Community Funds grantmaking cycle was 
Northwest Michigan Arts & Culture Network. 
With their Community Funds grant, the 
Network received flexible operating support 
for capacity-building, directly aiding the 
organization’s ability to build an even more 
vibrant and creative Northern Michigan 
community.

“We are honored and humbled by the 
Foundation and its faith in the Network and 
support for our arts and culture community,” 
shared Mary Bevans Gillett, Network Executive 
Director. “With gratitude, you have given 
us great hope for our future and renewed 
commitment to create the impact we all 
want to achieve to benefit the region and our 
creative sector.”

Grant awards like this wouldn’t be possible 
without the collective generosity of individual 
community members, such as from our long-
time supporters, Mack and Lorraine Beers.

The Beers recognize how Community Funds 
can meet various needs across our region, 
including by providing general operating 
support to arts and culture partners, which 
amplifies an organization’s ability to carry out 
its mission and programs.

“The beauty of our region is enhanced by 
a strong cultural network. Through music, 
performing arts, and the work of innovative 
artists, we can celebrate our environment and 
the people who live here,” said the Beers. “We 
appreciate that the Community Foundation’s 
grant to the Network will support these efforts.”

Network member Amanda Kik, who is the 
Co-Founder and Co-Director of Crosshatch 
Center for Art & Ecology, also sees the Network 
as an invaluable community asset.

“The arts improve our mental health and bring 
us together, and the arts need advocates. 
The more the Network grows, the more we 
can support our region’s artists and the arts,” 
shared Amanda. “When the arts thrive, we all 
benefit.”

Through collaborative efforts like those 
between us, the Network, the Beers, and other 
supporters, we can make a lasting impact 
on our region. That’s the power of collective 
giving and meaningful granting through 
Community Funds.

together, we can all thrive.

Collective 
Giving.

Meaningful
Granting.

Lasting 
Impact.

Photo Credits:
NWMI Arts & Culture Network,
Crosshatch Center for Art & Ecology

Magic happens when we partner with hardworking, passionate organizations, 
donors, and community members like you. Take the impact made possible 
through our Community Funds as a prime example.
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thriving communities,
                  forever.

We believe in the power of generosity to do great 
things. When we come together for our community, 
anything’s possible.

So, let’s keep the momentum going. Partner with 
us to support a region of healthy, resilient, thriving 
communities for all.

Make your lasting impact today—
                                and for generations to come.
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Cherryland Electric Cooperative
The Chiropractic Center
Steve and Hallie Christian
Chronic Care Management LLC
Chuck Cigrand and Sallie Thompson
Lauren Clark
William Clark
Dale Claudepierre and Melynda Bagley
Tim and Mary Clulo
Marilyn Cobb
Debra A. Coburn
Susan and Al Cogswell
Marty and Betsy Colburn
Rob and Diane Collier
Marshall and Tricia Collins
Bob Condon
Congregational Summer Assembly
 Education Fund
Conrail
Katie Gilligan Considine
Consumers Energy Foundation
Cash Cook
Jack Cooper
Cosgrove Foundation
Marilyn Coville
Glenys Cowperthwaite
RADM Samuel Cox, USN (Ret)
Abby Crawley
Charles and Celeste Crouch
Crystal Downs Country Club
 Women’s Auxiliary
Crystal Lake Watershed Association
Sharon Curell
Marcia Curran
Rick and Kate Dahlstrom
John Davies
Davis Family
Kristin Day
Steve Dertz
Annie and Mike DeVries
Estate of Helen Wolfe Dewey
Roger Dewey
Michael Dively
Larry Domine and Rita Wessels
Laurie Donahue
William and Phyllis Donberg
 Charitable Fund
Robert and Debbie Donick
Mark and Cheryl Dost
Philip Downs and Vicki Carpenter
 Giving Account
Tom Doyal
Don and Kathy Drabik
Dre Photography
Don and Sue Drenth
Dr. Kenneth and Suzanne Drenth
Rae Dumke

Beth and John Dunckel
Elizabeth Dunham
Robert and Margaret Dunn
Tom and Monica Dutmers
Jim and Sue Dutmers
Tim Dutmers
Jim and Sally Dutton
Barbara Duvall
Darcy Dye
Jennifer Dykstra
Sheryl Ebert
John and Anne Edgecomb
Education Research
 and Development Institute
Chris Edwards
John and Patricia Egloff
Elks Lodge of Traverse City No. 323
Phil Ellis
Bill and Nancy Ellis
Nancy Elmore
Michael William Emery
Diane and Tom Emling
Mack and Marcia Endo
Envision Development LLC
ER Up North Properties LLC
Estate of Sarah Esper
Chris and Mark Esper
Cara Eule
Albert Evans
Lisa Gorman Evans
Bernard and Kitty Ewing
Mark Eyet
Barbara Einhaus Faller Charitable Fund
Stacie Farmer
Farrier Surveying, Inc.
Debbie Farron
Gregory and Nancy Fazzoni
Don and Renee Fedrigon
Kerry Feiten
Dave Fenner
Carl and Amy Ferguson
Mindy Fernandes
Beverly Fetzer
Pete and Whitney Finch
Lauren and Don Finn
Jeff and Nancy Fisher
Jeff Fitch
Fitzpatrick Insurance
Paul and Charlene Fitzpatrick
Eric Flegenheimer
Dave Fleisher
Flynn Family
Flynn Ford
Forest Area Federal Credit Union
Lois Roper Forrester
Beverly Forslund

3 Sisters Foundation
5Loaves2Fish NMI
Ward Abbey
Advanced Office Supply & Printing
Suzanne Albrecht
Alden Muffin Tin
Hope Alexander
All Seasons Resort
Jason Allen and Suzanne Miller Allen
Maurie and Betsy Allen
AAUW-TC
Julia Amos
Pam Amundsen
William and Paula Anderson Charitable Fund
Carl Anderson
Sharon Tipton Andringa Fund
Anonymous
Gary and Mimi Appel Family Fund
Gary and Mimi Appel
Bob Appleford
Ed and Mary Arbut
Aultra Ventures
Jon and Mary Armstrong
Mary Ann Arvo
Jeanne Ascione
Laura Asiala
Randy and Peg Asmus Family Fund
Dr. Christopher and Vickie Avery
B.I.L.D. Drywall & Construction
Lois Bahle and Larry Mawby
Robert and Joyce Bahle
Rose Baker
Rita Ball
Debbie Ball-Odeh
Erica Barajas
Janet Barber
Gary and Christi Bardenhagen
Brett Barnes
Harold and Carol Barr
Timothy Barr and Bonnie Nescot
Kari and Fred Barton Foundation
Cindy Barton
Robert Bartosz
Roger and Jan Bauer
Bay North Realty
Terry Beamsley

Beaton Family Foundation
The Beattie Family
William F. and Patricia A. Beck
 Family Foundation
Robert and Theo Becker
Beers Family Foundation
Mack and Lorraine Beers
Ernie Behnke
Scott and Kathy Beiser
Diane Lather Belfour
Kathleen Bell
Roberta Bertrand Bellinger
Dr. Rodney and Mary Bellows
Benzie Area Symphony Orchestra
Benzie Sunrise Rotary Foundation
John and Rebecca Bercini
Jerry and Ellen Besaw
Truman and Linda Bicum
Les and Anne Biederman Foundation
Jack and Betsy Biggs
Bob and Sally Biggs
Tim and Mary Binder
Richard and Susan Bingham Foundation
Butch Bingham
Rachael Birgy and Chris Davids
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Blair PTO Inc
Brian Blood
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
The Boardman Review
Gil Bogley
Greta Bolger and Craig Maxwell
Al and Joan Bonney
Cheryl Booth
Boquist Family Fund
Elizabeth Borchert
Catherine (Tassie) Bosher
Susan Bosler
Dan and Sue Boss
Bowerman Family Fund
James Boyd and Dorene Radke-Boyd
Bob Boylen
Chris and April Branson
Tom Bratton
Harold and Stephanie Bray
Kalin Brehler

Christa and Jacob Brenner
Tim Brick
Chuck Brickman
Paul and Amanda Brink
The Brookby Foundation
Blake and Marci Brooks
Dr. Edward and Ingrid Brophy
Peter Brown
Susan Brown
Sara Brubaker
Dawn and Daniel Bruce
John Brunner
Connie Bruski
Bonnie-Jean Buckett
David Buffum
Jodie Buntain-Ricklefs
Burdco Incorporated
Debbie Burditt
Brittney Burke
Susan J. Burns
Colleen Burry
Deborah Burt
Ed and Leslie Butt
Charles and Susan Buxton
Mary and Bruce Byl
Melissa Baehre
Chuck and Susan Cady
Scrub and Betsy Calcutt
Ron and Diane Calsbeek
Tom and Dianne Campbell Charitable Fund
 at The Chicago Community Foundation
Bruce Campbell
Steve Campbell
William and Peggy McCall Campo
Jeremy and Amy Cannon
Field and Sandra Carden
Vicki Carpenter and Philip Downs
Tommy and Gretchen Carr
Cindy L Carr
Ed and Megan Carrella
Bill and Sandy Cartwright
Andy and Erica Chadwick and Family
Helen Chadwick
Robert and Susan Chapman
Charlevoix County Community Foundation
Gary Chenoweth

thank you
     for giving.

2 0 2 3  D O N O R  P A R T N E R S

“The Community 
Foundation 
has a wide-
ranging impact 
in our region. 
The Foundation 
quietly goes about 
contributing to 
major changes 
in Northern 
Michigan without 
great fanfare or 
acknowledgment. 
It’s great to be 
involved.”

-Rick Heitmeyer,
Board Director,
Kalkaska County
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“The Community 
Foundation offers 
a variety of critical 
opportunities to 
broadly support 
our region, which I 
greatly value. This 
type of support 
is very important 
because it allows 
funds to go where 
they’re needed 
most.”

-Edward Lanphier,
Board Director,
Leelanau County

Bud Foster
Fox Grand Traverse
Kelsey Fox
Laura Fransee and Norman Kjome
Julia Freiburger and Vic Milla
Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail
David and Ruth Fry
David and Marcia Fuhrhop
Erika Fussman
Paul Gaffney
Brent and Mary Gahn
Peter Gaines
Laris Galejs and Diana Curran-Galejs
Susan Garrison
Gene and Kathy Garthe
John Gehring
Mary Gehring
Russell and Jane Gesme
 Charitable Fund
Brian Gesme
Thomas Getz
Mary and Ward Gillett
Dean Ginther
GitHub
Francie Gits
Give Lively Foundation Inc.
Jane Goethals
Dan Gordon
Grand Traverse Band E.D.C.
Grand Traverse County Sheriff’s Office
Larry and Barbara Graves
Great Lakes Cottage Watch LLC
Don and Ann Gregory
Carol Gripentrog
Jürgen Griswold
GT Butterfly Charities
Thomas Guback
Janet Guidos
Joe Guzowski
Tammy Hagerty
Jonathan Robert Hague
John Haley
Chad Hall
Robert and Susan Hall
Dr. Steve and Margaret Hall
Jim and Leslie Hamp
Hansen Family Fund - CCCF
Scott and Becky Harvey
Hathaway Family Foundation
David and Susan Haughn
Jon and Peggy Hawley
Ross and Roni Hazelton
David and Elizabeth Heeke
Kathy Heidt
Rick and Lori Heitmeyer
Phil and Carol Heles

William and Ann Henning
Earl and Marilyn Henry
Wally Herrick
Herrington-Fitch Family Foundation
HIggins Store
Hildreth Family Fund
Carol and Dick Hilton
Chip and Shirley Hoagland
James and Virginia Hoffa
Bryan and Shelley Holderman
Bill and Myrna Holland
Mark and Yvonne Holtz
HBAGTA Foundation
Betsie Hosick
Jeff and Sandy Howe
Joe and Rebecca Hubbard
Jim and Diana Huckle Family Foundation
Jim and Diana Huckle
Racquel Huddleston
Mike and Lesa Huget
Frank and Joan Hughes
Susan Hughes
Tim and Lisa Huschke
Interlochen Woman’s Club
IPEX, Inc
Mark and Cecilia Irwin
Tim and Pat Jackson
Laura and Paul Jacobson
Chet Janik
Mary Janik, Realtor
Bill and Susie Janis
Tom Ooley /
 JBM FOR THE BIG O ENDOWMENT
Jimmy John’s of Traverse City
Barbara Johnson
Dick Johnson
Elizabeth Johnson
Jan Johnson
Jeff Johnson
Keith and Claudette Johnson
Delores Jones
Robert and Suzanne Jones
Megan Joy
Kalkaska Memorial Health Center
Frank and Julia Kane Family
Chris Kantgias
Dean Kasperzak
Gay Kasza
Jennifer Kearney
Elise and Daniel Keaton
Barbara Keelan
Linda Kehr
Jeff and Molly Keller Fund
Jenny Keller
Anne Weber Kelly
Bill Kelly

Bill Kench
Michael and Marguerite Kenney
Isaiah Kerr and Family
Paul and Shelley Kester
Hon. Nancy Kida
Steve King
Pat King
Richard and Debbie Kirsch
Phyllis and Scott Kladder
Kyle Klein
Patrick, Val, Pierson & JV Klein
Kelly and Louise Knauer Fund
Lester Knight
Elke Knupp
Erika Kreisa
Karen A. Krinock
John and Judy Krug
Karen Kuehlhorn
Jim and Kris Kunz
Sharon and Stu Laing
Mark and Roberta Lakin
James and Suzanne Lamond
Edward O Lanphier II &
 Cameron M Lanphier Charitable Fund
Craig Larson
Ted Lauder
Jonathan LeBlanc
Leelanau Gear, LLC
Tom and Kathy Lehner
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory H Largent
Della M. Lewis IRA Account
Paul S. Lewis
Richard and Colleen Lewis
Nicole Lezin and Rusty Kingon
Charles and Ann Littlefield
Damian and Jill Lockhart
Ellen Longmire
Lorraine Lovelace
Tamara Luchini
James and Julie Luginbill
Lyn Lynch and Julie and Russ Lewis
Diana Lyon-Schumacher
Andrew MacDonald
Elizabeth MacGirr
Chris and Jim MacInnes
David and Lorah MacIntosh
Doug MacKinney
Tim Main
Marc Malnati
Chelsie Malyszek
Andrew Maniaci
Manos De Ayuda Foundation Fund
Aaron and Lori Mansfield Family
Mariel Foundation
Barbara Marsh
Carol and George Marsh

Martin Land Improvement, Inc.
Jim and Lynn McAndrews
Richard McCaghy
Ranae McCauley
Chris McClear
Dick and Honnie McClear
John McDaniel
Tom and Shelle McElwee
Egan McGlynn
Brian McGrath
Carol McKee
Julie McLean
Phil and Nancy Meek
Dave and Kelli Mengebier
Teresa and Glenn Mensching
Dave Merrell
Roger and Janice Merriman
Thomas David Metcalf
Alison and John Metiva
Karen Meyer
Piotr Michalowski and Deanna Relyea
Michigan Health Endowment Fund
Midas Kalkaska and Speedee Oil Change
 - Randy and Cathy Lucyk
Midwestern Broadcasting Company
Lisa Migazzi
Kathy Mikula
Arlin and Arlene Milbrodt
Ken and Lynette Milbrodt
Raymond Miller
Langdon Miller Family Trust
Eldon Miller
Eleanor Miller
Gregory and Susan Miller
James Millikan
Mills Community House Association
Genevieve Minor
Miss Elk Rapids Scholarship
 Pageant Committee
Miss Kalkaska Scholarship Pageant
Sam and Beth Mitchell
John Modlin
Bob Molloy
Bob and Cathy Monroe
Cindy and James Monroe
Dave Monstrey and Kathy Heil
Anne Montgomery
Norine and Jim Montgomery
Annabel Moore
Michael Moran
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Suzanne and Rick Morris
Kim and Weezie Morris
Patty Morris
Dawn Moses
Chris and Leah Mossman
Virginia Mouch

“I have always 
believed it is 
important to 
give back to 
the community. 
Our region has 
many impactful 
organizations and 
initiatives in need 
of support. Being 
a board member 
of the Community 
Foundation allows
me to contribute 
to the broader 
community.” 

-Phyllis Kladder,
Board Director, Benzie County

2 0 2 3  D O N O R  P A R T N E R S
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Chuck and Linda Mueller
Fred Muller
John L. Mulvaney Foundation
Elizabeth Murphy
Jim Murray
Wendy Nagle
National Writers Series
Cindy Neddo
Diana L. Needham
Todd Clinton Neibauer
Sharon K. Nelson
Alan Newton
Nittolo’s Seafood & Pizza
Tom and Mary Nixon Charitable Fund
Tim Nolan
Rebecca Norris
Martha A. Norris
Northland Foods
Northwestern Michigan
 College Foundation
James Nothoff
Thomas Nothoff
Pat and Marlene O’Connor
John Ogren
Bob and Sue Olenzak
Gail Olsen
Bill Olsen
John and Carolyn Olson
Eric and Joyce Olson
Janice Olson
John O’Neal
Bill and Nancy O’Neill
Jeff and Carey Owens
Padnos
Victoria Palmer
Bill and Joey Parris
Michael Pattison
Peter and Sarah Payette
Karl E. Pearson 
Pegtown Station
Kristina Pepelko and David Leal
Anibal and Ann Pepper
Jessica and Nick Perez
Roger and Heather Perry
Tim and Anne Morrison Perry
Ed and Patty Petrick
Adam Phelps
Phillips Jewelers
Rev. Dan Phillips
LeeRoy Pitts PhD
Courtney Poniatoski
Christine Kyprianides Potter and Gary Potter
Verne Powell
George and Nancy Powell
David and Donna Prevo
Mishelle and Paul Prouty

Brad A. Purcell
Gary W. and Karen L. Qualmann
 Charitable Gift Fund
Angie Quinn and Steve Nagy
Ruth Ann Quinn
Tim Quinn and Michelle Keith
R.M. Young Company
John and Linda Racine
Jim and Pam Radabaugh
Royce Ragland and Ken Bloem
Bruce Ranck
Don and Elsie Randall
Mary Pat Randall
Carroll Marie Loeffler Rankin
Larry and Gail Ransom
Mark Rauschert
Brent and Page Rector Charitable Fund of
 Grand Rapids Community Foundation
Rehmann Group
Nancy Reid
Robert Reider and Susan McCraven
Dan Remahl
Peachy Rentenbach
Elsie Borwell Revenaugh
Florence Reynolds and
 Herb Donnely Famillies
Neil Rice
Elisabeth Rickner
Susan Rieff
Jerry Ring
Mike and Anne Rivard
Georgia and James Rivers
Judith Robbins
Cari Jo and John Roberts
Whitney Roberts and Sara Boys
Kelly and Cherie Robinson
Madeline Robinson
Ron and Patti Robinson
Scott Rodes
Dave and Liz Rollert
Brad Rollings
Dick Rosa
Ken and Cindy Rosiek
Rothhaar Family Charitable Fund
Tom and Kathy Roushar
Heather Rubeski
Jill Saarela
Rick and Cindy Sack
James and Verna Sak
Lou and Nancy Sanford
Bill Sankbeil
Susan Sarber
Ross and Kerry Satterwhite
 Charitable Gift Fund
Gretchen Sauvage
Martha Scarborough

Steffani Scheid
Ed and Amy Schindler
Robert and Sharron Scholz
Wally and Pat Schroth
Jim and Marie Schueller
Curt Schultz
Kathy Schultz
George Seifried
Rosalind Sell
Ashlee and Nicholas Send
Sumit Sengupta and Cassie Brooks
Kellie Sergent
Shannon Family Foundation
Patricia Sharpnack
Sheren Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Short’s Brewing Company
Carol Silverman
Rodger and Patricia Simmons
 and Family
Dudley and Kim Smith
Jeff and Kristen Smith Charitable Fund
Smith Property Investments, LLC
Alton and Kathy Smith
Donald and Melinda Smith
Drs. Mark and Ann Smith
Bill and Mary Smith
Marsha Smith and Thomas Gilbert
Trenton and Michelle Smith
Paul and Maureen Smyth
David K. Sneed
Dr. Peter and Kristin Sneed
John Snow
John and Bonnie Sonnemann
Phil Spangenberg
Brad and Jandy Sprouse
Stacy (White) Srivastava
Stephen H. and Penny K. Staelin Fund
Steve and Penny Staelin
Julie Stalla
Lynn Ann Stam
Stanifer Family Donor Advised Fund
State Farm Companies Foundation
Donna Statler
Jeffrey Steigerwald Charitable Fund
Thomas Stephenson
Jim Stevens
Michelle Stevenson
Ann Strehle and Barb Skurdall
 Charitable Gift Fund
Don Surber
Penny Schubert Sweeney
Dan and Nancy Sweeney
John Sznewajs
Bob Tarkington
Tate’s Auto Body Specialist, Inc.
Christopher and Margaret Tatum

Nancy Temple
David and Pamela Thelen
Kris and Cecil Thomas
Robert E. Thomas
Thompson Surgical Instruments, Inc.
Gina and Ryan Thornbury
Denny and Kathy Tilley
Tom River Properties LLC
Traverse City Administrators Association
Traverse City Area Public Schools
Traverse City Music Boosters
Traverse City West Titan Athletic Boosters
Traverse Connect
Roger and Shelley Traverso
Trinidad Resort & Club L.L.C.
Lisa M. Trombley
Tom and Sue Trumbull
Richard and Anne Tryon
Kathy Tuckerman
Gerhild Uhl
Randy and Sarah Uren
USAA
USS Indianapolis CA-35
 Survivors Organization
Howie and Trish Van Houten
Sharon Vance
Joey Vanderbosch
Mark and Robin Vanderkaay
Juli VanEenenaam
Marti VanEenenaam-Iwanicki
 and Tom Iwanicki
William and Susan VanKirk
John and Sara VanWagoner
Jo Vaughan
Dean and Sharon Veliquette
Norm Veliquette and Judy Brummeler
John and Lynn Vinkemulder
Karen Viskochil
Kevin Vlach
Jane and Mark Voight
Jill and Tim Vollbrecht
Suzy Voltz
M E Voss
Angelo Vozza
Steve and Linda Wade
Dick and Mary Walker
Dr. David and Becky Walker
Scott and Polly Walker
Christine Walter
Nancy and Kent Walton
Steve Walton
Don and Sharon Watkins
James and Pauline Weaver
Cathy Webb
Peter and Nancy Weir
Bradley Weller

Thomas B. Wells
Susan Wenzlick
Becky Wesley
Bob and Mary Weyand
Whistling Frog Tile
Jennifer Tolle Whiteside
Katie Wibby and Nick Carpenter
Tom and Nancy Wideman
Susan Widman
Helena and Orlie Wilkening Fund -
 St. Louis Comm. Found.
Kenneth Williams
Tommy Williams
Ronald T. Williamson
Wilson Kester, PLC
Frank Winders
Michael Winter
Tom and Susan Wischman
Douglas Wisniewski
Bill and Rita Witler
Peter and Ginna Woessner
Woodland Creek Furniture
Kathy Woods
Randy and Joan Woods
Wayne and Sharon Workman
Helen Wransky
Katie Wright
Pam Yee and Ron Gianola
Dr. John and Peggy Zachman
Stan Ziherl
Al Zimmerman
Frank and Ruth Zinn
Kristin Zlotnik

Contributions from GTRCF Funds 

Lawrence and Susan Burks
 Family Endowment

Hoensheid Family Fund

Wilfred and Joan Larson Endowment

Margery May Family Endowment Fund

Larry and Joan Miller Endowment

John and Carolyn Olson Fund

Rotary Endowment

Robert and Pauline Young
 Family Endowment

“Being a part of 
the Community 
Foundation and 
witnessing the 
positive impact 
that they have on 
people’s lives first-
hand has inspired 
me to be who I 
am today. I stay 
involved with the 
Foundation because 
I believe that it is an 
essential part of our 
communities.”

–Jürgen Griswold,
Board Director,
Antrim County
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ARTS & CULTURE – 14%
Art and Culture  10%
Religious  1% 
Recreation  3%

ENVIRONMENT – 10%

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES – 23%

YOUTH – 9%

OTHER – 5%
Community Enrichment 3%

Animal Welfare  1%
Business & Economic

Development 1%

EDUCATION – 39%
Early Childhood  20%

Scholarships  12%
Education  7%

Net Assets
beginning of year
 
Endowment Gifts
Non-Endowment Gifts
Total Gifts
 
Investment & Other Income
Unrealized Market Gain or (Loss)
 
Total Revenue 
 
Endowment Grants
Non-Endowment Grants
Total Grants
 
Operating Expenses
Other Expenses*
 
Total Grants & Expenses
 
Net Assets  
end of the year

 $86,156,562 
 
 
$ 689,112
$ 571,576 
$  1,260,688
 
$ 3,586,292
$ 10,140,328
 
$14,987,308 
 
$ 2,891,046
$ 663,943
$ 3,554,989
 
$ 1,462,309
$ 99,411
 
$ 5,116,709
 
$ 96,027,161

 $104,074,466 
 
 
$ 820,639
$ 782,857
$ 1,603,496 
 
$ 3,352,720
$ -18,012,782
 
-$13,056,567 
 
$ 2,762,705
$ 678,293
$ 3,440,998
 
$ 1,283,195
$ 137,146
 
$ 4,861,338
 
$86,156,562

2023 2022

20
16

Endowment Investment 
Returns by Year

Investment Returns 
vs. Benchmark

1 YEAR

3 YEAR

5 YEAR

actual

benchmark

20
19

-7.36%

20
18

15.67%

20
17

8.58%

17.02%

18.25%

4.68%

9.74%

3.95%

9.57%

20
20

20
22

20
21

20
23

20.78%

GRANTS BY FOCUS AREA

ASSETS

INVESTMENTS

14.88%

-14.77%

15.01%

17.02%

The benchmark consists of investments that 
mirror our portfolio, allowing us to assess the 
relative performance of our own investment 
portfolio against it.

2023 Assets = $96 M

2023 Designated Assets
 $91.4M
Designated assets have a specific 
area of focus or benefit, such 
as scholarships or grants for 
designated organizations.

2023 Community Fund Assets
 $4.6M
Community Fund assets are 
responsive and flexible resources 
to meet areas of greatest need.

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 

20
16

$54 M

20
17

$61 M

20
18

$58 M

20
20

20
22

20
21

20
23

$68 M

History of Assets by Year

20
19

$90 M $86 M

$104 M
$96 M

*includes depreciation expense new in 2023
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ANTRIM COUNTY

Laura Asiala
Jürgen Griswold*
Mark Irwin
Barbara Matthews
Dan Phillips
Royce Ragland
 
BENZIE COUNTY

Megan Royle Carrella
Elise Crafts
Laris Galejs
Phyllis Kladder
Chris MacInnes
Carol Marsh
Ann Strehle

GRAND TRAVERSE 
COUNTY

Suzanne Miller Allen
John Bercini
Annie DeVries
Beth Dunckel
Damian Lockhart
Jerry Ring
 
KALKASKA COUNTY

Rachael Birgy
Lauren Clark
Cash Cook
Andi Halpin
Rick Heitmeyer
Cari Jo Roberts

LEELANAU COUNTY

Terry Beamsley
Marshall Collins
JoAnne Cook
Kira Davis
Edward Lanphier
Ranve Martinson
Larry Nelson

Additionally, thank you to
the following community 
members for their years of 
service on the Board:

Sara Brubaker
Marty Colburn
Dennis Pearsall
Amy Schindler
Bill Smith

Board of Directors

Jerry Ring, Chair, Grand Traverse County
Laura Asiala, Vice-Chair, Antrim County
Cash Cook, Secretary, Kalkaska County
Beth Dunckel, Treasurer, Grand Traverse County

Board Officers

Staff (listed in order of photo, from left to right)

Paul Kester, Vice President of Finance & Administration
Alison Metiva, Chief Operating Officer
Torey Caviston, Youth & Community Impact Coordinator
David Mengebier, President & CEO
Gina Thornbury, Senior Community Impact Manager
Mercedes Bowyer, Donor Engagement Director
Pam Amundsen, Donor Services Manager
Joan Hughes, Administrative Donor Support Services Associate
Steve Wade, Vice President of Community Impact
Brittany Morton-Smith, Operations & Grants Coordinator
Kristina Pepelko, Communications Manager

Annual Report Credits
Design – Brand Tonic
Copywriting Support – Alex Dailey of Writing Dailey
Story Contributors – Mack and Lorraine Beers, John and Rebecca Bercini, 
 Immigration Law & Justice Michigan, Venture North Funding & Development, 
 Youth Advisory Council Leadership Team
Photography – Courtney Kent Photography (unless otherwise noted)

Board List as of January 2024
*Youth Representative

The Community Foundation Team
2024
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800 COTTAGEVIEW DR, STE 1040

TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49684

together,
         we all thrive.

GTRCF.ORG

231.935.4066

INFO@GTRCF.ORG

Make a gift today or
create a plan for a 
future gift.

We look forward to
   connecting with you!


